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If undelivered, please return to PO Box 264, Shepparton 3632                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Next meeting: Tuesday 23rd April Mechanics Institute Wyndham St. Shepparton..         Guest speakers: RiverConnect 
President’s Piece
Hi all,

Welcome to autumn, although it still seems a lot like summer.

The recent geographical embarrassment of a couple of day walkers on Mt Buffalo is a good reminder of the skills useful to have when leading walks: Learn how to read a topographic map (ie. one with contours), use a compass and practice it often.  Ask yourself: is the track following the expected terrain (ups & downs) indicated on the map? Should I have reached that track junction/major feature by now? If your answers are no, then stop to reassess your location and even consider retracing your steps.  

Bush Search & Rescue Victoria (BSAR, affiliated with Bushwalking Victoria) was involved in the search and have a brief report on their involvement here. You might also like to peruse the rest of their website.

Reminder: SAC has its own Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) – contact equipment officer Richard Graves to take it on trips.

Enjoy your adventures, 

  Greg

 Calendar of Activities 2019
	Date
	Activity
	Location
	Leader
	Distance/Rating

	April 
	ride
	TBA
	
	

	23rd April
	chat
	Club meeting Mechanics Institute Wyndham St. Shepparton
	
	

	24th April
	walk
	Tallarook to Trawool
	Ray Mustey

0438 591749
	Easy

	18th May
	ride
	Beechworth Rail Trail
	Ray Mustey

0438 591749
	

	22nd May
	walk
	Mt Terrick Terrick National Park
	Margaret Clarke

0429 350875 

& Dianne Hanna

0437 289281
	Easy

	15th June
	ride
	Nathalia. Further information to follow
	
	

	25th June
	
	Club meeting
	
	

	26th June
	walk
	Cobram/Numurkah/Barmah
	Barb Brown

0417 364985
	Easy

	July
	ride
	Benalla. Further information to follow
	
	

	24th July
	walk
	Kamarooka Rail Trail
	Richard Graves

0408 547065
	Easy

	17th – 18th August
	ride
	Dunolly Trail, Waanyarra Trail, Moliagul Trail
	Ray Mt Samaria 0438591749
	

	24th August
	walk
	Mt Samaria
	TBA
	Easy/medium

	27th August
	
	Club meeting
	
	

	21st September
	ride
	Woodend Wombat Forest Trail
	Maartji 58241543
	

	25th September
	walk
	Boathole to Mineral Springs

Strathbogies
	Howard Hanna

0437 628279

Justus Hagan
	Easy/medium

	9th October
	walk
	Rocky Ned Base walk
	TBA
	

	19th October
	ride
	Cathkin to Alexandra Rail Trail
	
	

	22nd October
	
	Club meeting – SAC sheds Victoria Park Lake Shepparton
	
	

	23rd October
	walk
	Mt Meg Conservation Park
	Dianne Hanna

0437 289281
	easy

	16th – 17th November
	ride
	Old Beechy Rail Trail
	Ray 0438591749
	Dallas 0413910008

	27th November
	walk
	Heathcote McIvor Range
	Philip and Lottie Schultz
	

	December
	Xmas party
	TBA
	
	


Note: All riders to confirm attendance with event leaders prior to event.
Note: For other Club events please refer to their websites listed below:
Clubs around the area:
Benalla Bushwalking Club  http://benallabushwalkingclub.org.au/
Border Bushwalking Club (Albury & Wodonga) -  www.borderbushwalkingclub.com.au 

Wangaratta Out and About Club -  www.wangarattaoutandabout.org.au/ 
Bendigo Bushwalking and Outdoor Club - www.gobush.org.au/ 
Echuca-Moama Bushwalkers - www.echucamoamabushwalkers.org.au  

and more can be found at www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au.
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Newsletters follow the link below

 Find them here: http://www.bushwalkingvictoria.org.au/what-we-do/publications/newsletters 

· SAC is an affiliated member of Bushwalking Victoria                  

· Membership benefits 

· Membership of Shepparton Adventure Club includes Bushwalking Victoria membership. Your Bushwalking Vic membership card enables you to obtain discounts at a number of retailers including Ajays (Heathmont), Bogong Equipment (Melb.), EMC (Deepdene), Melb Map Centre (Malvern East), The Wilderness Shop (Box Hill), Paddy Pallin, Smitten merino wear Tasmania, Woodslane Walking Guides.

· 5% on Outdoor Travel tours and all reservations made directly with the office at Bright. Check out their website or join their email newsletter list for tours and current deals: www.outdoortravel.com.au, 1800 331 582 info@outdoortravel.com.au
· Discovery Holiday Parks, Cradle Mountain 20% discount off shoulder and low season rates (16 April - 2 December)

· Contact Claire on 03 6492 1289, 1800 068 574  www.discoveryholidayparks.com.au
Walksafe : - means equipped to be able to enjoy bushwalking
- 
Walksafe booklet published by Bushwalking Victoria

· Emergency Contact Procedures

· All enquiries about the return of participants from club activities should first be directed to the activity leader, and then to the Emergency Contact Person (ECP) for the activity if the leader cannot be found.

· It is the activity leader's responsibility to organise an ECP and advise him/her (in writing) of trip & participant details and what to do if contact is not made by the nominated time.
· Travel Cost Reimbursement

· Option 1: Preferred. Fuel Cost per car plus 5 cents per km per car to be split equally between the numbers of people in the car including the driver. If appropriate, the cost of running all vehicles should be shared equally amongst all trip participants.
· Option 2: 25 cents per km per car split between all trip participants.

· Summary of Public Liability insurance coverage at 5-3-2014 (from www.bushwalkingaustralia.org.au )
· Bushwalking, Track/Hut Construction and Maintenance, Caving, Canyoning, Liloing, Abseiling, Alpine Walking (Summer and Winter),Snow Skiing, Canoeing, Kayaking, Boating, Rafting, Swimming, Cycling, Rock Scurrying and use of hand held ropes as part of a Bushwalk, Orienteering, Rogaining, Leader Training and other related instructions.

· Activities NOT COVERED include Rock Climbing, Water Skiing, overseas trips (except NZ) and any activities not listed above.
Full Moon Dates2019: 

  19th April,18th May, 17th June,16th July,15th August, 14th September, 13th October, 12th November and 12th December      
Courtesy of MoonGiant.com) 

· The SHEPPARTON ADVENTURE CLUB Inc. 

· General Meeting:
4th Tuesday of the months: February, April, June, August, October, December

·     usually at:
7:30 pm at the Mechanics Institute, Wyndham St, Shepparton.(Winter) and

·                                     The SAC shed, Victoria Park Lake Shepparton (Summer)

· Correspondence to:
The Secretary SAC, PO Box 264, Shepparton 3632

· 
Email: sacvicau@yahoo.com.au
· OFFICE BEARERS

· President:
Greg Smith
5824 1143
greg.smith@gmwater.com.au
        Vice President:            Bruce Gill
5824 2548
tatgills@westnet.com.au

· Secretary:
Karen Speedy
5825 1785
karenspeedy@iinet.net.au
· Treasurer:
Scott Birchall
5831 6063
scottbirchall@aapt.net.au
· Newsletter Editor:       Steve Jeffs                             0402368751           stevesbluebmw@outlook.com
· Equipment Officer:
Richard Graves
5824 2929
richsue@bigpond.com
· Publicity Officer:
Richard Speedy                     5825 1785

        Calendar coordinator:
Neville Paynter
5831 1576
Neville.Paynter@jacobs.com
· Mid-week coordinator:
 Dianne Hanna
0437 289 281
dhanna3@bigpond.com
· Committee member:   Howard Hanna
5828 9281
howard_hanna@yahoo.com
Snippetts from the past

Mid-week walk to Reef Hills State Park, near Benalla May 2012
After morning tea at the Benalla Rose Gardens, eight members proceeded to the Reef Hills State Park, the entrance was just past the 'on ramp' for the freeway to Melbourne (off the Midland Hwy to Mansfield) so very close to civilisation.

At one point of the walk we were in distant view of the freeway.
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During the walk, which was a loop of about ten kilometers, we observed kangaroos in abundance. Dianne and Howard, our bird identification experts, reported sightings of a Scarlet Robin, Brown Tree Creeper, Grey Shrike Thrush, Kookaburra, Chough, Grey Fantail, White Plumed Honeyeater and Brown Scrub Wren.

The forest is generally Red Stringybark, Long-leaf Box and Red Box with a grassy understory and scattered shrubs such as Golden Wattle and Woolly Wattle. Is a very peaceful forest and we enjoyed the quiet atmosphere as we sat by a dam for our lunch break.

A coffee stop at Benalla and further time to chat  made an enjoyable  conclusion to the day. 

… by Arthur Fennell
Trip Reports
SAC Ride from Everton to Myrtleford.

16th February, 2019.

There was a great roll up in Everton with 15 riders participating.

We welcomed Brenda along for her first adventure with the club. Also, Mike and Nicola’s two boys, Liam and Ben joined us for the ride. Terry and Chris joined us for their first ride in some time. Unfortunately Chris was feeling the strain and they made the decision to return to their car. They made a very sporting gesture by driving to Myrtleford and waiting for the group and joined us for lunch.

The weather was kind to us with some high cloud cover and it was in the high 20’s when we peddled off just before 11.00am.

We had a few stops along the way for a breather and drink.

The steady climb up to Taylors Gap was quite demanding but we all made it to the top for a refresh and breather.

The downhill run from Taylors Gap, past the Winery and on to Myrtleford was enjoyed by everyone.

Fortunately, we can report no punctures or breakages, but Richard had us a bit worried at one stage when he appeared to be riding in a somewhat horizontal position; we’re very glad you bounced back up and were ok.

The recently completed Visitors Park in the middle of Myrtleford was our stopping point for lunch. It is a credit to the Alpine Shire for taking the initiative and building a great facility for bike riders and other visitors.

Following lunch, we rode to Rotary Park where we were met by Geoff and his Bus-a-Bike setup. We loaded the bikes onto the bike carrier and boarded the bus for the ride back to Everton. Many thanks to Geoff for making the bike shuttle back to Everton very easy and thanks to Ray and Richard to helping with the car shuffle.

Thanks again and we look forward to the next SAC Adventure.

Regards,

Philip Schultz.

Mt Hotham Trip Report – February 24 – 27, 2019.

The Mt Hotham trip was a resounding success with superb weather, spectacular scenery, interesting walks, excellent food, comfortable accommodation and good company ensuring all who attended agreed we should do it all again.  Fourteen SAC members and two from Bairnsdale’s King Walkers, including our walks coordinator, Wendy, made the trip to the Wangaratta Ski Club lodge, 9km from Hotham Village, on Sunday. Valda and Richard Dickens did an excellent job with the organisation and catering.  Wendy is an extraordinarily talented person with her knowledge of the area, her ability to schedule walks allowing everyone to participate and her harp playing among her many skills. 
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      Wangaratta Ski Club




       Sunset

Walks included a section of the Old Coach Road, the Three Huts Walk including a side trip to Mt Loch (18km), and the Brabralung Trail from Hotham resort to Dinner Plain (12km) as well as some shorter walks done by some of the group around Dinner Plain.  Some of the group walked to and back from Dinner Plain, making a total of around 25km.  Snow gums, grassy frost plains, the last of the alpine wildflowers, mountain peaks, beautiful sunrises and sunsets and the sometimes eerie effect of burnt tree trunks stretching away provided many photo opportunities.  As always, Marg was on hand to help identify plants and birds that we spotted. 
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Starting out on the Three Huts Walk     

Morning tea at Derrick Hut

All too soon Wednesday arrived and it was time to pack up and depart. Some needed to get away early for the drive home while others squeezed in one last walk with Wendy.  Thanks to everyone who came along and made the trip such an enjoyable time. 

Karen Speedy



  JB Plain Hut 









Brabralung Trail 

Thanks to all newsletter contributors for their articles and great photos.
Our newsletter printing is kindly sponsored by Hon. Wendy Lovell, MLC for Northern Victoria Region

Wyndham Street, Shepparton
The next newsletter will be out in June/July 2019, but feel free to submit items at any time.
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